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Argument 

Amendment 
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Japanese Patent No- 3950786 

[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

An image forming apparatus comprising: 

job storacre means for storing a job input by a user; 

adjustment item-detecting means for detecting items of 
adjustment for the apparatus from contents of at least one 
job stored in the job storage means ; 

display means for displaying an adjustment table 
describing the items of adjustment detected by said 
adjustment item^detecting means; 

adjustment item-selecting means for allowing the user 
to select an item of adjustment oh which adjustment should 
be executed, from the items of adjustment described in the 
adjustment table displayed on said display means; and 

adjustment executing means for executing adjustment on 
the item of adjustment selected by the user using said 
adjustment item-selecting means before the execution of a 
job is started . 
[Claim 2] 

The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, 
further comprising output means for butputting contents of 
the adjustment table displayed on said display means 
according to an instruction of the user* 



- 1 - 
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[Claim 3] 

The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1^ 
further comprising adjustment contents-storing means for 
storing contents of the item of adjustment on which the 
adjustment is executed by said adjustment executing means. 
[Claim 4] 

The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein a post-processing apparatus is connected, and the 
items of adjustment include an item of adjustment for the 
post-processing apparatus. 
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€f ttv pi«im^(0/ci&(oc. M. Y. Kx-^fjcgftsn*, z nib Of- if It. 
Cooao] 

«/c, MF P 1 0 5 <om^. i^n<0W<SiMS%fr3 /fcft, l^-OCCD-b^ 

[0 0 3 1 ] 10 

^!>llZs F AXapz 0 3Ofi9fiRKOv>T0 5«^ISti9:5!)<e>g!^f«» l2l5ttSZ«FAX 

[ 0 0 3 2 ] 

F AXffl5 2 0 3 K:^3V>T». mSK^tSivK. SI*, jUgf^Kfi, TR K 0 IS 6> 6 ill U 
fcf'-iSfJ&NCUgpsoi Tgtt*5figjE<0^g|i£fi=l,N, ^rAgPSOZOipOiaS^glJS 
0 4-PA/DSg|ioiD-?g|iJ!llI*^figt/-c^. ffSgSBS 0 6 1? ^ ;^ ? -r - SUBf § 
« F A Xfi|52 O 3 T-OJ£aSf*36JCtt7>>>i^7.fe5;^A^fflV>6n5, 'yXftf 

t^ c i: n fcfife, 3 7 85 2 0 6 ^ai 6 n s , 

[0 0 3 3] .20 

m^^t}mwm^n-:>ri^. n c usps o i %^>LT«^iiiia^3i5ti5. 

CO 0 3 4 ] 

^*;fC, N I CgS 2 0 4 0«fi8;fc-Ol,>TEl6*#{BL*A^5iiBJ'r ^, 06 W02O5N 1 C 
gP 2 0 4 <D^fi^J&^ryn y ^ ^T? , 

[ 0 0 3 5 ] 

NICglJ204{±, ^•yh7-i'10Mi:JttTO'C^^-7x^';^cr)«Se§*«ts CO 
^^^i'-y x'rT.mmi. ffUJSlOBase-T/JOOBase-TX* if O Ethernet (SESBHtSI) ^r- 

CO 0 3 6] 

nTLAN3>hn-7«B60Z{C)J|&tl?,. LAN3>hn->^BP602 »i. JfOrtSP 

, ^ 2 7 7 ^ u (lar^^f t fc^, p D L gp 2 0 5 (csas 6 n 5 0 

CO 0 3 7] 

^^gPteti?$a*j^J^it2>J§^lC{i, LAN3Vhn~vgI5602T?PDLSP20 5*^&3gtU 
Co 0 3 8] 

SSCfCs PDLgPZOS £0^figte^V^T^6«-#g|t3S:*^63i^f5, 0 6l±|gl2OPDL 
gP2 0 5 O^j?)jg*^-r7'n7»0T'»5. 
CO 0 3 9] 

3:^i;a-:5J J 0 3 JiT-SKtrSTry ^r-J/g >V7 h7x7fCi:^Tfffig^nftPii«! 

v>to»4)*PDL (Page Description Language J J?f32Sgig) T'S. tJ x Adobe ?J:0 Post 
Script Cajg^fiJ) SSifcft?!* n« t 0?35«. 

[0040] 50 



40 



,09/11/2007 11:55 17037266024 



ROSSI KIMMS MCDOWELL 



(6) JP 3950786 B2 2007.8.1 

I cga20 4 *^e.2i±isnycPDLx-^«, Eietc^-ri^ic.cPueoaJSSE&L 
t-eSm- Kf^-f x^' (HDD) CD A- -7 *:*:Sa/tU 6 0 4 k:tS.*5?n», c 
v'-^f*^*;/*3 -fSi^F^n^. 4e:>S{i:jtsi;T. CPU60 3 «, rip ( 

Raster Image Processing) t^ifti^-^T^^itMi^fl&^^t'i^K P D L f - 9 7. 

^ yt-'j^--stii:mmt^. m?^i[i\rc9:^^^ ^^-i^^-'Sm. c, m. y. K<Dti^ 
CO 0 4 I ] 

Co 0 4 2] 

0 1 w:. M p p 1 0 4 . 1 0 5 (Dmm^cisifz. i/^totfSjisaofssj^ffieo r^h*> 

7 7" ^S'S ySSm/S^E, *rstt. -r'-CXt/U'l'Sg^^&^M F P 1 0 4 . 1 0 5K*S>J-:S 
^& ffll fil flg fc r5 U T / ^ X £0 ^ *) I? A % 3 , 
C 0 0 4 3 ] 

« T id «ii fr-r § * o X o ^ 0 fi A o - V ^ ^, r « 

2) :?.yb'7-^^7.4i-\'>:X*+':?-gl520 1-»37«fP206-*N I CgP204 

3) ^ h U — -f 0 > h ' N I C & Z 0 4 ^3 7SP2O6-^7'U>'^t6|5 208 

4) 7>^'>S VSfiM^ :X + -v:'-g|5 2Ol-»3r8i5 2 0 6-»FAXg|J203 
5 ) 7 7 ^' 5 y 'Sfieifil : F A XgP 2 0 3-»37aJ2 0 6 -^yy >^r£f|J 2 0 8 

6) r ^^;^:''H'3S/7^«g^ :;^-+^-^a5 20K FAXai203Sft(4NIC«P2 04-»- 
3 7 §15 2 0 6 -*7=' ^ X 7" U 'T SP 2 1 0 

K;^-t U^:}t^7 0 1 *'>6ttl**n^ffl^f'-^r{±. EiHifi|57 0 2 , ^n- Kx-i'X^' (H 
DD) *^(D:*:gfi;><t'; A''e.«:S^^ri;8l5 7 0 3fcJ:C?ffSffi7 0 4 ^/|-UTyW5» 
SU2 0 8 (PWMSI5 2 0 7 ) f » 7=-f 7> 7- U-T SP 2 1 Csjjg 6. n§ , ElflSpr 0 2T« 
JPEG, JBIG, Z I p i5:if-|S65i5:feO«:ffiV>ntf J:v>, ffi 

■y- X ^ ^ olt in 7* - ^ i: i: <«m s n « , 

t 0 0 4 4 ] 

syfc, i'3 7'<D#^i:/^X7-Ki£§a»t. •^•ti5«±Sf*-^i:i:«.K:^S#i-rn{i. /<- 

KL*^7"y >h77 h (HDD*^aog5!*iWL) ^t^C J: *^ T' t ^ Jc ? f 5 fc 40 OD 
«l«6TfeS. §a1fi*nTb^S£^^7'^D7••;.>'h7^' hOjgS^A^fTfen/cJi^filtt, -'^X^ 

f7oTvX?-l'?<-5?f*-irtel^tr7''J y^ffiD2 0 8teS5, 
[0 0 4 5 ] 

'Ate. PWMgPZ 0 7 0#J|«tC-3V^Tia 8«#8SL;9:!&'e.|ftl3a'r5, 0 8 f±il20P WM 
Bp 2 0 7 O^iB^^&a^-rro y . 
C 0 0 4 6 ] 

37SP206A^6ta^^nSl'xp- (Y) . ^-g^^i (M) , 5^7 > (C) , 77>;;i^ 
(K) 0 4af£l|&^8'»?nfciii»7'-;5r (M F P I 0 50Ji^«. .^fefc^S) Ji^n^' 

nopwM^Jz 0 7^5i-5T^-n^ni®^mfi!c?n$. PWMfP 2 0 7tt, =n^^^m 
s 0 t KtfSti^T's^itjiwmiE^^Ti'VJ y^mc^na-^v/^ Amnims o z t 

^m-^^. H/DM?8^!3P8 0 1 (0 8 (h) fC5tffg5-5a) fc-J;tfD/'AiE^ 
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ei5 8 0 2 (^8 (b) izmr^^b) (i, q o zx-M^it^-s^ 

X ^ Otii:/3«*l5?l 8 (b) fCS^-r^g^ c t LTU-lfSKSagPS 0 4 te5g5n«o C. M, Y 

, K^n'ent>\ c, lyi, y, K^n^no4^^ft:u-'9'8 o sTb-if 

S7teF7A9l 7. 9 2 1. 9 2 5, 9 2 9 k:MI*?n5, 
CO 0 4 73 

mti, 0 9 »a I OM F P 1 0 4 ^'^'86 2 0 8 0«5B)c%jS1-«5S:«K:^'rift6rr® 

[0 0 4 8] 10 

:ry >^rai5 2 0 8 0 9 t;:?.t<J:-5 tc. .KU3">5^-9 1 3%^U> .KVrfyS^- 
9J3ti, 4-OOi|£i|ti*U-lf 8 0 5 *')fg^^+l/c4*^)b--lf^«:^tt^. 4*©U 
~if^<D3^, l*tt59-9 I 4, 9 1 5, 9 1 Q^mrp&iftVy I l^^i&bs 
^Ol*tt57-9l8, 9 19. 9 2 0*»TJ^.Jl6KvA 9 2 1 ^l&^£,L» $ etC^^Ol 
:*:tt57- 9 2 2. 9 2 3. 9 2 4 ^ jiTiSJtt K ^ i.N 9 2 5 ^ L, * & {C5ft!<D l^jcli 
S^-926. 927, 92 8 %ST®JtH9A9 2 g^jtS-T^. 
C 0 0 4 9 ] 

11^23 9 3 o*>e«jg^^n5i' Jin- (Y) (o\'i-~\cii^ hi-~mi:ix-sjmmit-i[ri. 

^BSiligg9 3 1 A-&^*S? nS^€^i5f (M) © h t-tC i t) LTaim^fk . 

®)KH9A 9 2 5±»c:«> m&t^U—V^KXOmn^^ti^l&^-Sti, CO® 
®}S^{±3E|{Sg§ 9 3 2 *>&^^^ti^ ~>7> (c) ^:^-^!:ct ») h-^-ilii: Lt^«1^ 
/t«n?.. ®)t H^A 9 2 7 ±fcttv *f*S-rsix"-1f)^fcJ: 5«»?Bi«fg(*^?^is!t2ti, c o 
»l«}B^«3El{$gg 9 3 3*>6«tl!i6«n^r7y (K) <0>-^-Kit) ht-mtVr^ 
tSfiRft^n^o COJ:attT4fe (Y, M. C. K) <D h -fi|i3?/<®3t K 9 A 9 1 7. 
92 1, 925, 9 2 9±tJ^fig?nSo C H e.=&e<D h •^--{SiJ*> h^-fey K 9 3 
4.9 3 5fe*U"?Mt h U-r 9 3 6 Ov>Tn*^J; (Ptg^SnrcS/- h±l!:liS^t 
[0 0 5 0] 

CCT', h 9 3 4 , 9 3 5 fe^tf^gU H/'< 9 3 60V^-fn**J; !Pi|&lffi^f 30 

nrcs/-ha, h a--^ 9 3 7 %Mrs is^'^;!^ b 9 3 8 ±k:i!5S« nrjRM* tx 

■2), S'- hOlgSfiO^T'l' ^ >'i'"i:SJ'C KvA917. 921, 925, 929 'NtO^feoj 
h:^-»<D}eBE2:ttllI«aUT«J!?s aijS^^nrcS/- hfC^Sjt K9Ag 1 7. 9 2 1. 9 

2 5. 9 2 9±iO&€lO n§. ^^(0 h ■r-mH^U^'^tirzi^- Nf*. 

^^1183 9 6, 2 t J: Ote^'^-'U h 9 3 8 5.^8511? tiTJifiai^;U b 9 3 9 fcj; t) 9 4 

ofcjgens, ^^si 9 4 0 tctev^Ttt. h±<D ht-fSt^^ssaffi^nT-^- 

«n> SS9SS9 4 O^lfit^feS/- h«, ^#5A7 9'y M9 5 0 «^ LT^I-gPtCgfHJ* tl* 

P3 oS1ISjSS/< ;^ 9 7 1 JH A $ n 5 « 
[0 0 5 1 ] 

iifffiia2l/<;^9 7 UC#A^n>c'>-hti, niuiill!M/<X9 7 l ^/httSlS^nfcafc 40. 
PSESS^gpg 7 OKjftaS^ns, SSElBjSlBIsg 7 0». ±b25^>- h«BfSO^ri'5>^^T 

[0 0 5 2 ] 

4o<0®)1fiH9A 9 17. 921. 925. 929 14, «EJS6 d *S v>T<5lSfi5te@e 
[0 0 5 3] 

5^fc:. BmMF P 1 0 5 '^>7'';>^rgi5 2 0 8 OMfiS O U^T ® 1 0 ^^'S?, t i& ^SKtl^l" 

la 1 0 tt^ 1 F p 1 0 5 orvy^t/az o 8o«9ffi%«afl?jjca^Tia»ffflH"e<fe 

*• 50 
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(8) . 5950786 B2 2007.8.1 

[0 0 5 4] 

^JiMF P 1 0 5<oy'J>^fS|J2 0 8 ic4oV^Tl*^ {511 Otc^.T^'^K. Sfi^S^- 
-10 14. 1015. 1 0 J e^HTSlsJt K^A I 0 1 7^j£.$L, iintCfe 5. ®^ 

^^881 03 o*>5m*&^nrcMao h:^-»c*t> ht-^tLx^m^itt^^ 

c:Oh:^-fii«s h * -fe -y M 0 3 4 . 1 0 3 5 J;tf#?5L h U-f 1 0 3 6<0V^ 
-f !?*effi*tLfci'- hKn^SEnz, c: cn?. h^'fe-y ^ i o 3 4 . i o 3 5 
fcJ:t>'?-2IL h 1 0 3 6 0Vv-f •p*&*R«nrcS'- ^-ytYyL 10 17^ 
<D h-^-{«iDJ^BEtCig««UT, US^;^ 1 0 3 7 «i6Tte?';7l'h 1 0 3 8±JC«R 10 

^tftiTiftig^rns, ^:^-^i5!)^ll5^*^^fc^/-^^4. fisf-^/Uh i o 3 8 A^&^^at^^n 
TJESg^ 1 0 4 0 icjgen^. 1 0 4 0 ^ct3v^T^^, ^■:^-^*^^^5^E^ 

nrs"- h±{;:s«$n, 1 0 4 O^JetJfcS^- hJi, iatft^797/< I 0 5 0* 

^tT^«PKgpa«n4rc«iil5Si!lfi52S/<7. 10 7 1 te5?A«n5o 
COOT) 5 1 

nmmU^<7> 10 7 1 Ki5SlX^ttrci^- h fi> Pi®«55M;<X 10 7 1 ^rirM^TEK^nfc 

^tuMKffijJsgs 1 0 7 ofcijsa§-^nso isasaijjggpi 0 7 of±, ±.^i^-Y^m^<oi'-c 

C 0 0 S 6 1 

^fu^ 7* ;^ ui' gp 2 1 0 ro^Sfig^cov^TEI 1 1 *^I§ L.!9:*<6ii^-r 5, ISI 1 It*® 20 

2 0-rYX:/U^gP2 1 0Q«Jfi)t%S^'ryDy^^I2lT'fe§, 
10 0 5 7] 

7*^- X/b^gll2 1 0 tt, ^1 \ K^^i-^^IC. 3^ L 0 G^i^fSP I 1 0 1 ^W^So Ml 
.0 G^JSsrffi 1 1 0 1 «s 3 7fil3 2 0 6 *^€.tbi^«nftWfS7*-^f jB^C . M. Y. Kf*~^f 
T?fe«rct{). C ©iffl^T'-^* R. G. dfOR, G, Br-^Ki. 

C R TOiHO'T X^J'Uf'iilS 1 1 0 40feO«#ft»i:^fe-i*«fc*tC7!r>-rgg5g|5 1 1 0 

ygp 1 1 0 3 izi&mtntcm^^ 9^ 7.fV'<^n\ i 04icgw«n5o ctitc 

&(u, t'-t xT'U'l'SIS I 1 0 4 ^» y/SJt^ p.nTfe»3s p 

D LBIS2 0 5^»^tfi)^sn^c^«f^Wf8^cs•:5v^/^:y7 h + -*jj:c;^- H^: Hoig^fi?$SA^ 

S5^*n5o V7 h^-tt J;3.A:'3tt, El5^*nTt>«:V^*<, P D L.BP 2 0 5 O C P U 6 
CO 0 5 8] 

3yt!i-^ri 03. 10 2±TS&{t-r5*y h7-:i'i-rw' U "f V 7 h i 
[ 0 0 5 91 

MFP104. 1 0 5rt(0^'V h7-'J"l'V*-7x-;^{3B^)' (N 1 CgP2 0 4 +PD I. 40 
S32 0 5) fctt, M I B (Management Infomatlon Basc)fci»P«n58?!pfb^f ti^f -dt 
'<-;^*'««}^«nT^O, MFP104, 105 {*, SNMP (Simple Network Managen 
ent Protocol) i:V^■5^'y h7~*©S:rp V ^ )\/^f\l,X hU--^ 1 0 1 Jtoa^" 

t:j.-^i 0 2. 1 0 3 iiii^rsc: i:*<^frg6T$So cntco:*). MFP I 0 4. lo 
5«t4i;it)i:UT, .^•yh^-i'joi ^ic-Dttt/^ntc/f,^^ t . ':fvy^ttrc\AF^x 

C 0 0 6 0 ] 

^y^^ — ^ 1 02, 1 03±Ttt, a.«-f-WUr-i' tf^iin^V 7h^x7ru^/-?Zs 
{'^ t T *J ?3 , C 0 7d (3 . 7 K 7-^ 1 0 1 «^UT±gES NMPOiPJ 

rate J: 0 M 1 B««iV>T«eJ§l*1l5ia3c«!*»IflBJ: bTV>So 50 



09/11/2007 11:55 17037266024 



ROSSI KIMMS MCDOWELL 



PAGE 14 



. (9) JP 3950786 B2 2007.8.1 

I 0 0 6 1 ] 

MA»f, M F P 1 0 4 , 10 SiD»«S«IHi:UT7-i'-VS^-frS|JZ 11 (E I O I 0 6 S 

*^^fi6*^SA^5&«iftlL, MFP104. 10 5 O^M^aSiinJ^m^if^KA, 

li|ls2^5^ii:*^M I B«:^g5 C i; ic J; !? "J^tc ft !? , 3.--tr»:?.y h7-^ l 0 l >. 
JClSJi^nfcM F P 1 0 4. 1 0 5 <D'tS^JfeiJ:/l:^a-^' 1 0 2, 1 0 3±'??Wiffir5C 

[ 0 0 6 2 ] 

tJe^T, CiDflSfig^lS^ C iitCJ; t), M F P 1 0 4 . 1 0 5 <0^<ii'fS?8, ^. 10 

-•tftinytTa-^lOZ. 10 3 «i> Ut A^l" 5 C A^^fil k 
[0 0 6 3] 

5»K. MF P 1 0 4. 1 0 5 OlSSSK-DV>T^ 1 2 L ft *^ 6 attflST « . 0 1 2 

[0 0 6 4] 

MFP1 04. 105 H:.feV^Tti:, Rff;E«9(ffll^ (M«.ff 1 Brt) KMB^tii 1 •o\;K}:.<0 
a5b<MFP 1 0 4. 1 0 5 ±T'^ff* n?., M F P 1 0 4 *rc« 1 0 5 ±iea-lf<^i 20 

IS 1 tx ± <o 5^ 3 ^ =& ^ tf r s » fc s ft sa !i « B E aj « n ai ^ - :r ;i/ * ^ * L 

Tr -C :^yu-YSI5 2 1 OK^S^nLo S5t ^rnfcSa^r- :/;K^BraJg^ @ <0 ^ "fe > 
[0 0 6 5] 

'>'g r«:^fftSfc4i>ti2Sgft6SS3SStt^ ^^'>*g rt^^ns*- KStci/ggfjtj^^^H 
i:«n$;<*-;<j;HJ(Ji^tc34t5s«^^gT'fet), j: os^S^^S fc^fTSiSSStt. mfp 
10 4, 1 .0 Stc^t), SS!lfiDK:l^ilt4tSI>£DTI&<&, COJ;^ft^S^S(i;. 0|JA(£ 30 

O-aU^tSJ^trctO-^S ♦? , ^^S, cntcPKS^nSfeeJT-ttftV^o $fc, :*:0!lte:&V> 

7 - O I* ^ f^r 1 1 S * Sli 8 1 5 i2^ ^ $ « . 
[0 0 6 6} 

[0 0 6 7] 40 

@ 1 3 ic^yT^muMF p 1 0 4 . 1 0 5 Kii onntn^^mvso^o 

[0 0 6 8] 

^mmjf}^vii. m I sizmr^'yic, s-r7.7'y7'i2oi{c*5i^T. avj^a-^i 

0 2. 1 0 3 %^LTa-+?tt J: •? A^b^nfcj^a r imm. mmtrcit>^m. xx-^r 

;KO?fMftk'£0^^!lSl^§. BJSftif) )&B)Jt?jiCy. cos^'g mf P 1 0 4, 

1 0 5 iOx-r;^7'U-r§|5 2 1 0 (»fP^?>fiU) ^^>LTt5 6 C i: feBJggTfeS. *LTx 

2 0 2 ic^sv«T, ±g3i^gr;-sj&*<iKTtrc35rs*>«fijffiL., i'araa;e6^» so 
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(10) JP 3950786 B2 2007.8.1 

T LTV^*l^-n«^ ±.SS7.x «y ys 1 2 0 UCH«» C CT, IK O a * § if 

±iax7''v;^s 12 0 1, s 1 2 0 2 *<*«Dig«n, sg^s^nfcs^a 7<D^-n^n*^ 
p D L 2 0 5 o >f t y 6 0 4 {elates 

[ 0 0 6 9] 

T, ;^-?"v:/S 1 2 0 Sltjgtr, C^iJCj^b, ffiffi*- F«^€f2^3 r*^!?* bflc«/>«^ 10 

±ffi;!^r vt^S 1 204«;^^y:/LTXr-yrs 1 Z05 fi:5g£r„ 
[0 0 7 0] 

Xx'y:7S 1 2 0 5 T^i^ ±faXx>y7'S 1 2 0 3 S31S«nTV>$ lJJiJ:(D5^ 

^«DX^'('://i'W9SSS^2o:^eft'fe5, -tUT, 7.7-y:fS \ 2 0 7»cJity. cn»;:« 

T'LTT.-f -y 7" 1 2 0 7 Jj:5itr« 20 
[0 0 7 1 ] 

XryfS 1 2 0 7 T'«, ^.-tfA^SO^SA^JciSUT, ±a:^f"v/S 1 2 p 4fe 
.^XSS 1 Z 0 6T'f^fiiJ^nfcB!g5gT-r;V*-r-f ;^ri"('a5 2 1 OfC^^L, ±B55!85gx 

[0 0 7 2] 

T.'r -y y S 1 2 0 8 fc*JV>T, ±p2EP^gS^ifSiffn±-??(^)J3.--»ffi6f'^{u?S-3 1 . 

0 7 TS^2*afciliS*a5^U, -^-iOSRli^^BO-K^Bl^sf 5s5rS»^*jS!lRtSfc«).0 . 

[0 0 7 3] 40 

04, I 0Si#JCJ:!?fT*)tl5, ^-LT, Xry^S 1 2 1 OlCjitf, cntJifU, I. 

y rs 1 2 0 8 7?.0]^L«:V^fc*iJS?nft:«^{*^ ±ia>^9^yr S 1 Z 0 9^X4^ 
•y^LTXr-i-yS 1 2 1 OCjitfo 
[ 0 0 7 43 

X-^-y 1 2 1 OT?{is -bfax^yn 2 0 8 -P^SSA^ 3S*;?Sn as SS 55 itciilt -5 fiS 
[0 0 7 5] 50 
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Co 0 7 6 3 

7<-'yJ/-\rSi5 1 0 6. 1 0 7 v-T fi, \ -OO:^"?"^ ^7 7 H^i/- h <Om-^f^iC^W] 

^a^SRlfOiH-«6L:*^fT^5 J; -5 tcSJfig* tirv^^o 7L/-^ i 3 5 i 
*<*lCH^«n. 71^-^ 13 5 1 Ktt. Jg-I^SS^l 3 5 6 *^ S^- h 0«;Er{fil ^Efc-r . 
;<r^ K il^S^F^gS 1 .3 5 2*"<§gtt6nTl.>So f fc. 1 3 5 3 j!)<7 

u-L. 1 3 5 1 fcEia^ n. ^^;u;^^-i> 1353 <on±iii. y-y 1 3 5 4 a . 13 

5 4 bicmmi^iMt^'^ S.yif^A^ h I 3 5 5 *^Lrm-^®|^ 1356k:e^e>+X5 10 
, 1 3 5 6 ^F^p 1 3 5 2 t^'tt'&i}^ Klf V (0:^-^1*) ^WU, C 

0;<f'r Hi^yfcfc t), I 3 S 6{i3grtfi9i 3 5 2 fcJti? 7 1 

3 5 1 ±^^WB:^J^lzW^t^ C i; A^Bj&l-C'feS. 7U-i» 13 5 1 JiJCf*. ^-i^il 
^ 1 3 5 6 «D* — A4?S/*S/ 3 -y^yt I 3 6 5 6 *iT ^5 5 , * — AS^yi'g >H2>' 

"t^ 1 3 6 5 fi, ^-&m€i 13 3 6 0*'-A:3<£^2/ 3 >7yirt 3 5 8 S^^^^ttif $o 
CO 0 7 7 ] 

TTN-ar-f) 1 3 5 3 KSSe.n*/<;l/XiaT-, ^-^S»^l 3 5 6 o^gaj« 

^fttfffllL, ^(O^fb^nvc 2(1 
Co 0 7 8] 

[0 0 7 9] 

lez^aa^l 3 5 7 f±, 4 0930 1 3 5 8 «:WL, ^-^jto^ 1 3 5 & K:m^f <b itiTcm 
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Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-341357 

[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

An image forming apparatus including registering means 
capable of registering a plurality of jobs, and image 
forming means for forming images corresponding to the jobs 
registered in the registering means, the image forming 
apparatus comprising t 

discriminating means for discriminating between items 
for which maintenance is required and items for which 
maintenance is not required among maintenance items for the 
apparatus when all the registered jobs are executed; 

display means for displaying the items for which 
maintenance is required and the items for which maintenance 
is not required in different display manners according to 
the results of discrimination by said discriminating means; 
and 

permitting means for permitting start of execution of 
the registered jobs upon completion of maintenance on the 
items for which maintenance is required. 
[Claim 2] 

The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the display means shades in gray only the items for 
which maintenance is not required. 
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[Claim 3] 

The image forming apparatus according to Claim 1/ 
wherein: said image forming means comprises a plurality of 
image iorming means,- when a job is registered in the 
registering means, one of the image forming means in which 
the job is loaded is set; and the discriminating means, the 
display means, and the permitting means are controlled so 
that the start of execution of the job associated with each 
of the image forming means is permitted. 
[Claim 4J 

The image forming apparatus according to Claim 3, 
further comprising a management device connected to each of 
the image forming means so as to communicate therewith, for 
managing each of the image forming means, wherein the 
management device includes the registering means, the 
discriminating means, the display means, and the permitting 
means . 
[Claim 5] 

A program executed on an image forming apparatus 
including registering means capable of registering a 
plurality of jobs, and image forming means for forming 
images corresponding to the jobs registered in the, 
registering means, the program comprising: 

a discriminating step of discriminating between items 
for which maintenance is required and items for which 
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maintenance is net required among maintenance items for the 
apparatus when all the registered jobs are escecuted; 

a display step of displaying the items for which 
maintenance is required and the items for which maintenance 
is not required in different display manners according to 
the results of discrimination in said discriminating step; 
and 

a permitting step of permitting start of execution of 
the registered jobs upon completion of maintenance on the 
items for which maintenance is required. 
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Reference No- 226253 Dispatch No. 367277 

Dispatch Date: August 22, 2006 
Notification of Reasons for Refusal 

Patent Appllcatioa No, 2002-341356 

Drafting Date August 16, 2006 

JPO Examiner Yasushi MIYAZAKI 8705 2C00 

Agent / Applicant Shigehisa BECCHAKU (four others) 

Applied Provision Patent Law Sections 29(2) and 36 

This application is refused for the reasons mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the. 
reasons, such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the date on which this notification was dispatched. 

Reasons 

1. The descriptions in claims of the subject application 
do not comply with the requirements of Patent Law Section 
36(6) (ii) on the following points. 

Note 

(1) Claim 1 recites "registering at least one job to be 
executed within a predetermined time period", and in the 
detailed description of the invention, paragraph [0064], 
"within a predetermined time period", e.g., one day, is 
described. In this case, it is not clear what is the 
meaning of the term "registering" above. In general, an 
image forming apparatus constantly waits for a job, and 
manages jobs using a table such as a job management table so 
that, for example, when a plurality of jobs are instructed, 
the jobs can be managed. However, in such a normal state, 
"at least one job to be executed within a predetermined time 
period" cannot be determined, and it is not known at which 
time point the user performs the registering operation and 
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proceeds to the next operation* Therefore, the invention 
set forth in Claim 1 is unclear. 

Fox example, "whether images that will be formed 
tomorrow are registered at the same time". The image 
forming system that the invention set forth in Claim 1 
premises is not clear. 

(2) Claim 1 recites "adjustment item-detecting means for 
detecting items of adjustment for the apparatus from 
contents of at least: one registered job; display means for 
displaying an adjustment table describing the items of 
adjustment detected by said adjustment item-detecting means; 
adjustment item-selecting means for selecting an item of 
adjustment on which adjustment should be executed, from the 
items of adjustment described in the adjustment table 
displayed on said display means; and adjustment executing 
means for executing adjustment on the item of adjustment 
seliected by said adjustment item- selecting means". From the 
description in the detailed description of the invention, it 
seems to be assumed that the image forming apparatus, which 
is the invention set forth in Claim 1, is connected to a 
network and is operated by a plurality of operators. In 
this case, it is not clear what (who) and when performs the 
"displaying", "selecting", and "executing" operations 
described above in connection with the adjustment of a 
plurality of jobs registered by a plurality of operators. 

The invention set forth in Claim 5 is also unclear. 

Therefore, the inventions set forth in Claims 1 to 8 
are not clear. 

2. The inventions in the claims noted below of the subject 
application are unpatentable under Patent Law Section 29(2} 
since they could have been easily made by persons who have 
common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
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inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions described 
in the publications below which were distributed prior to 
the filing of the subject application or the inventions made 
available to the public through teleccanmunication lines 
prior to the filing of the subject application in Japan or 
other countries. 

Note 

With regard to the inventions set forth in Claims 1 to 

8 

Cited Document 1: Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 11- 
352842 

(specifically, paragraphs [0141] to [0149]) 
Cited Document 2: Japanese Patent Laid-^Open No. 2001- 
278535 

(specifically, paragraphs [0036] to [0040]) 
Cited Document 3: Japanese Patent Laid-Open No, 2000- 
168208 

(specifically, paragraph (0007]) 

Record of the results of prior art search 

•Technical field searched: IPC 

G03G 21/00 

This record is not part of the reasons for refusal. 
Any inquiry concerning this notification or request for 
interview concerning this application should be directed to: 
Yasushi MIYAZAKI, First Patent Examination Department 
TEL: 03-3581-1101 (Ext. 3219). 
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[Content of Amendment] 
[Claims] 

[Claim 1] An image forming apparatus comprising: 

job storage means for storing a job input by a user; 

adjustment item-detecting means for detecting items of 
adjustment for the apparatus from contents of at least one 
job stored in the job storage means ; 

display means for displaying an adjustment table 
describing the items of adjustment detected by said 
adjustment item^detecting means; 

adjustment item-selecting means for allowing the user 
to select an item of adjustment on which adjustment should 
be executed/ from the items of adjustment described in the 
adjustment table displayed on said display means; and 

adjustment executing means for executing adjustment on 
the item of adjustment selected by the user using said 
adjustment item-selecting means before the execution of a 
job is started . 

[Claim 2] The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1,. further comprising output means for outputting 
contents of the adjustment table displayed on said display 
means according to an instruction of the user. 

[Claim 3] The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, further comprising adjustment .contents-storing 
means for storing contents of the item of adjustment on 
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which the adjustment is executed by said adjustment 
executing means* 

(Claim 4] The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein a post-processing apparatus is connected, 
and the items of adjustment include an item of adjustment 
for the post'-processing apparatus. 

[Amendment 3] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of item to be Amended] 0001 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0001] 

[Technical Field of the Invention] 

The present invention relates to an image forming 
apparatus which is capable of registering one or more jobs . 

[Amendment 4] . 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0003 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content Of Amendment] 
[0003] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

However^ in the structure in which a user is prompted 
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to take such actions^ such as setting of initial conditions 
and execution of adjustment, at the start of a copying mode, 
if a plurality of jobs are registered, the user takes the 
actions, such as setting of initial conditions and execution 
Of adjustment, at the start of each job, which makes it 
impossible to reduce downtime of the apparatus and 
impossible to efficiently carry out the adjustment. 

[Amendment 5] . 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of item to be Amended] 0004 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0004] 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
image forming apparatus which is capable of efficiently 
performing adjustment on items of . adjustment necessary for 
execution of jobs to thereby reduce downtime. 

[Amendment 6] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of item to be Amended] 0005 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0003] 
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[Means for Solving the Problems] 

To attain the above object, the present invention 
provides an image forming apparatus including job storage 
means for storing a job input by a user; adjustment item- 
detecting means for detecting items of adjustment for the 
apparatus from contents of at least one job stored in the 
job storage means ; display means for displaying an 
adjustment table describing, the items of adjustment detected 
by said adjustment item-detecting means; adjustment item- 
selecting means for allowing the user to select an item of 
adjustment on which adjustment should be executed, from the 
items of adjustment described in the adjustment table . 
displayed on said display means; and adjustment executing 
means for executing adjustment on the item of adjustment 
seleicted by the user using said adjustment item-selecting 
means . before the execution of a job is started . 

[Amendment 7] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0009 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

(Amendment 8] 

[Name of Document to be Amended) Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0010 
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[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 9] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0071 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0071] 

In the $tep S1207, the adjustment tables generated in 
the steps S1204 and S1206 are displayed on the display 
section 210 in response to a predetermined Input from the 
user, and the user inputs an operation for selecting items 
for which adjustment is executed, from the adjustment tables. 
The adjustment tables axe displayed as illustrated in FIG. 
14 by way of example. In the illustrated example, there is 
shown a list display screen showing the adjustment tables 
when the double-sided mode and the stapling mode are set. 
The user carries out an operation for selecting whether or 
not each adjustment is to be executed (i.e. for pressing an 
associated soft key) on the screen. In the present example, 
for the double-sided mode, "Not adjust" for a conveyance 
sensor, "Adjust" for a lateral registration sensor, and " Not 
adjust" for the clutch are selected by the user* Further, 
for the stapling mode, "Adjust" is selected for the staple 
position, and "Adjust" is selected for the staple width. 
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When an "Apply" key is pressed, it is determined that 
selection of the adjustment items has been completed, and 
the printing setup screen is displayed. 

[Amendment 10] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0094 
[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[Content of Amendment] 

[0094] 
[Advantages] 

As described above, according to the present invention r 
it is possible to efficiently perform adjustment on items of 
adjustment necessary for execution of jobs and to reduce 
downtime . 
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[Name of Document] Argument 
[Reference No.] 226253 
[Date of Submission] October 16, 2006 
[Addressee] Examiner of the Patent Office, 

Yasushi MIYAZAKI 
[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2002-341356 
[Applicant for Patent] 

[Id* No.] 

[Name] 
[Agent] 

[Id. No.] 

[Patent Attorney] 

[Name] 

[Phone No. ] 
[Dispatch No.] 
[Content of Argument] 

(1) The subject application is rejected due to the following 

reasons. 

(1-1) Reason X 

The descriptions in claims of the subject application 
do not comply with the requirements of Patent Law Section 
36(6) (ii) on the following points. 

(a) In Claim 1^ it is not clear what is the meaning of 
the term "registering". Further, the image forming system 
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that the invention set forth in Claim 1 premises is not 
clear, 

(b) In Claim 1^ it is not clear what (who) and when 
performs the "displaying", '^selecting", and "executing" 
operations. 

(c) . Claim 5 is also unclear. 
(1-2) Reason 2 

The inventions set forth in Claims 1 to 8 of the 
subject application are unpatentable under Patent Law 
Section 29(2) since they could have been easily made by 
persons skilled in the art, on the basis of Cited Documents 
1 to 3 as follows: 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-open No, 11-352842 (Cited 
Document 1 ) ; 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No* 2001-278535 (Cited 
Document 2 > ; and 

3. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No, 2000-168208 (Cited 
Document 3), 

The applicant amends the claims in the amendment filed 
herewith, and written below is an argument in this regard. 
(2) Reasons for which Subject Invention ia to be Patented 
(2-1) Description of Subject Invention 

The features. of the inventions set forth in the claims 
of the subject application are that, as amended in the 
amendment filed herewith. 
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" {Claiitt 1) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

job storage means for storincr a job input by a user; 

adjustment item-detecting means for detecting items of 
adjustment for the apparatus from contents of at least one 
job stored in the job storage means ; 

display means for displaying an adjustment table- 
describing the items of adjustment detected by said 
adjustment item-^detecting means; 

adjustment item-selecting means for allowing the user 
to select an item of adjustment on which adjustment should 
be executed, from the items of adjustment described in the 
adjustment table displayed on said display means; and 

adjustment executing means for executing adjustment, on 
the item of adjustment selected by the user using said 
adjustment item-selecting means before the execution of a 
job is started . 

(Claim 2) The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1/ further comprising output means for outputting 
contents of the adjustment table displayed on said display 
means according to an instruction of the user- 

(Claim 3) The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, further comprising adjustment contents-storing 
means for storing contents of the item of adjustment on 
which the adjustment is executed by said adjustment 
executing means. 
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(Claim 4) The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim. 1, wherein a post-procesaing apparatus is connected, 
and the items of adjustment include an item of adjustment 
for the post-processing apparatus." 

With the above-described structure^ the subject 
invention achieves the advantages that '^it is possible to 
efficiently perform adjustment on items of adjustment 
necessary for execution of jobs and to reduce downtime". 
(2-2) Grounds for Amendment. 

{a) With regard to Claim 1 

The "job storage means for storing a job input by a 
user" corresponds to the memory section 7 03. 

The "adjustment item-detecting means for detecting 
items of adjustment for the apparatus from contents of at 
least one job stored in the job storage means" is based on 
steps 31204 and 31206 Shown in Fig. 13 as originally filed. 

The "display means for displaying an adjustment table 
describing the items of adjustment detected by said 
adjustment item-detecting means" is based on step S1207 
shown in Fig, 13 as originally filed. 

The "adjustment item-selecting means for allowing the 
user to select an item of adjustment on which adjustment 
should be executed, from the items of adjustment described 
in the adjustment table displayed on said display means" is 
based on paragraph [0071] of the specification and step 
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S1207 shown in Fig. 13 as originally filed. 

The "adjustment executing xneans for executing 
adjustment on the item of adjustment selected by the user 
using said adjustment item- selecting means before the 
execution of a job is started" is based on paragraph [008.8] 
of the specification and step S1210 shown in Fig, 13 as 
originally filed. 

Therefore, the amendments are made within the scope 
described in the specification as originally filed, and no 
new matter is added. 

(2-3) With regard to Reason 1 (Patent Law Section 36(6) (ii) ) 
(2-3-1) 

With regard to claim 1, the Examiner points out that 
"it is not clear what is the meaning of the term 
"registering"". The term "registering" means that a job 
input by a user is stored in storage means in the image 
forming apparatus r and Claim 1 is amended so as to clarify 
this feature. 

The Examiner also points out that "the image forming 
system that the invention set forth in Claim 1 premises is 
not clear". The subject invention is based on the premise 
that if a user issues an instruction to print a plurality of 
jobS/ no images are started to be formed until all the jobs 
have been registered (steps S1201 and S1202 shown in Fig. 13, 
paragraph [0068]). That is, the Examiner's understanding 
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regarding "registered at the same time" is correct. In the 
subject invention, when the user has completely registered 
all the jobs, an adjustment table is generated according to 
the setting contents of the jobs, the user is allowed to 
select an adjustment item, and adjustment on the selected 
adjustment item is executed (paragraphs [0069] to [0074]). 

In addition, in the subject invention^ since it is 
inefficient to prompt the user to take actions such as 
execution of adjustment and setting of initial conditions at 
the start of each job, in the case where a plurality of jobs 
are registered by a user, the user is prompted for input 
once to reduce downtime (see paragraph [0003]). 

Therefore^ we believe that the invention set forth in 
Claim 1 of the subject application now becomes clear. 
(2-3-2) 

The Examiner points out that "it is not clear what 
(who) and when performs the '^displaying", "selecting", and 
"executing" operations". Therefore, Claim 1 is amended so 
as to clarify that the timing of "displaying", "selecting", 
and "executing" is "before the execution of a job is 
started". Claim 1 is also amended so as to clarify that the 
operations to be performed by the user are performed by the 
user. 

(2-4) With regard to Reason 2 (Patent Law Section 29(2)) 
(2-4-1) Description of Cited Documents 
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(a) Cited Document 1 (Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 11- 
352842) discloses a structure in which a printer server 
computer includes a job management table to manage a 
plurality of jobs {paragraphs (0141] to [0149]). 

(b) Cited Document 2 (Japanese Patent Laid-open No, 
2001-278535) discloses a structure in which a staple 
position can be arbitrarily set by an operator on an 
operation unit (paragraphs [0036) to [0040]), 

(c) Cited Document 3 (Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 
2000-168208) discloses a structure in which a list of 
printing conditions is output (paragraph [0007]). 
(2-4-2) Difference between Subject Invention and Cited 
Dociiments . 

The subject invention includes a structure including 
the elements below to prompt a user once to take actions 
such as execution of adjustment and setting of initial 
conditions before the execution of a job is started if a 
plurality of jobs are registered by the user: 

(A) adjustment item-detecting means for detecting items 
of adjustment from. contents of registered jobs; 

(B) display means for displaying an adjustment table 
describing the detected items of adjustment; 

(C) adjustment item-selecting means for allowing the 
user to select an item of adjustment on which adjustment 
should be executed, from the items of adjustment described 
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in the displayed adjustment table; and 

(D) adjustment executing means for executing adjustment 
on the selected item of adjustment before the execution of a 
job ^is sitarted. 

. Cited Documents 1 to 3 above, however, do not disclose 
or suggest the structure corresponding to the elements (A) 
to. (D) of the subject invention - 

Further, even if Cited Documents 1 to 3 above are 
combined, the structure corresponding to the elements (A) to 
(D) of the subject invention cannot be achieved by such a 
combination. 

Therefore, we believe that the subject invention could 
not have been easily made by persons skilled in the art on 
the basis of Cited Documents 1 to 3 above. 
(3) Conclusion 

Therefore, we believe that the subject application 
complies with the requirements of Patent Law Sections 
36(6) (i) and (ii) , and the inventions as claimed in the 
subject application could not have been easily made by 
persons skilled in the art on the basis of Cited Documents 1 
to 3 above • Thus, we respectfully request you to perform 
further examination and to grant a patent to the inventions 
of the subject application. 
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Reference No. 226254 Dispatch No. 324891 

Dispatch Date: August 1, 2006 
Kotification of Reasons for Refusal 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date 
jpo Examiner 
Agent / Applicant 
Applied Provision 



2002-341357 
July 24, 2006 

Tsutomu WATANABE 8948 5V00 
Shigehisa BECCHAKU (four others) 
Patent Law Sections 36 and 37 



This application is. refused for the reasons mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reasons r such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the date on which this notification was dispatched. 

Reasons 

Reason 1 

The subject application does not comply with the 
requirements of Patent Law Section 37 on the following 
points , 

Note 

The common problem to be solved by the inventions set 
forth in the claims is that, as can be seen from the 
description of paragraphs 0004 and 0005, it is not possible 
in the related art to inform an operator of an item of 
maintenance that is not required to be executed, and the 
structure of the subject application allows. a reduction in 
downtime caused by maintenance. In a typical image* forming 
apparatus, however, it is coitimon to display the need for 
maintenance if maintenance is required, and it is 
anticipated that items of maintenance that is not required 
to be executed are displayed in a distinguishable manner. 
(See, for example, Japanese Patent Laid-open No. 62-16164 6, 
This document describes. a feature in which a maintenance 
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request is displayed, and if no maintenance is required/ the 
LED is not turned on to inform the user that no maintenance 
is required, thereby allowing distinct display styles to be 
used, i.e,, turning on or off the LED.) Thus, the above- 
described problem had been solved before the subject 
application was filed, and was not an unsolved problem at 
the time of filing the subject application. Therefore, the 
subject application does not meet the requirement of Patent 
Law Section 37 (i) . 

Further, a specified feature of the invention that 
overcomes the common problem to be solved is, at most, to 
display items for which maintenance is required and items 
for which maintenance is not required in different display 
styles. However, such a structure is well known prior to 
the filing of the subject application, as in the document 
above, and there ia no substantial part indicating the novel 
specified feature of the invention that overcomes, the 
problem to be solved/ which does not meet the requirement of 
Patent Law Section 37 (ii). 

Further, the subject application does not meet any 
other requirements of Patent Law Sections 37(iii), 37 (iv), 
and 37 (V). 

Consequently, the common problem to be solved by the 
claims is not an unsolved problem, and there is no specified 
feature of the invention that overcomes a problem. In 
further consideration. Claims 1 to 4 and 17 relate to the 
above-described problem or specified feature; with respect 
to Claims 5 to 8 and 18, it can be understood that 
maintenance is required in excess of the endurance limit; 
and with respect to Claims 13 to 16 and 20, it can also be 
understood that maintenance is required according to the 
number of sheets or the number of times of sheet feeding 
although it is difficult to understand the description of 
those claims. However, the correspondences between the 
structures of Claims 9 to 12 and 19 and the embodiments are 
still unclear, and it is not evident whether the above- 
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described problem Is overcome. Further^ it is not clear 
which part the specified feature corresponds tO/ and^ to 
begin with, it is unclear how Claims 9 to 12 and 19, 
together with, for example, Claims 1 to 4 and 17, meet the 
requirements of Patent Law Section 37. Those are also 
reported- 

Since the subject application violates the requirements 
of Patent Law Section 37, no. examination for the compliance 
with the requirertients such as novelty and inventive step has 
been made to the inventions set forth in the claims other 
than Claims 1 to 4 and 17. 

The reference to the unclear claims is described in 
Reason 2 . 

Reason 2 ' 

The description and illustration of the specification 
and drawings of the subject application do not comply with 
the requirements of Patent Law Sections 36(4) and 36(6) on 
the following points. 

Note 

The description of Claims 5 to 16 and 18 to 20 is 
unclear. . 

For example, 

Claims 5 to 8 and 18 describe that maintenance is 
executed if the endurance limit exceeds the expected number 
of times of image formation. In general, however, 
maintenance is required if the number of times of image 
formation exceeds the endurance limit, and the description 
of those claims seems to be opposite to the general case and 
is unclear. For example, Claim 5 describes that if the 
endurance limit is 10000 times, maintenance is executed when 
the expected number of times of image formation is less than 
10000. 

With respect to Claim 6, the items for which . 
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maintenance is not required are shaded in gray. 

(For the shading in gray, please check the other 
claims . } 

Claim 8 recites an image forming system according to 
Claim 7 claiming an image forming apparatus, and the subject 
matter of Claim 8 is unclear. 

In Claims 9 to 12 and 19, what is meant by 
configuration of processes and an ambient environment value, 
and how do they relate to the problem as a consequence? 
Further, to begin with, how do Claims 9 to 12 and 19 
correspond to the embodiments? 

In Claims 13 to 16 and 20, what is the meaning of the 
term "number of times of sheet feeding*'? What does it mean 
to compare "the number of times of sheet feeding" and "the 
maximum number of sheets"? In general, the number of times 
of sheet feeding refers to this number of times sheets are 
fed, that is, the number of times sheets are replenished is 
counted- Is it useful to compare the number of times of 
sheet feeding when the last job is executed and the maximum 
number of sheets? For example, if the maximum number of 
sheets is 500, the expected number of times of sheet feeding 
is 500, which means jobs of replenishing 250,000 sheets. 

For amendments, please file an argument clearly 
describing the corresponding embodiments. 

If any new reason for refusal is found, the reason for 
refusal will be notified- 
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This record j.s not part of the reasons for riefusal. 
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[Name of Document] Amendment 

[Reference No.] \ 226254 

[Date of Submission) August 22, 2006 

{Addressee] Commissioner of the Patent Office 

[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2002-341357 

[Person Submitting the Amendment] 
[Id. No.] 000001Q07 
[Name] CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 

[Agent] 

[Id. No.] 100125254 
[Patent Attorney] 

[Name] Shigehisa BECCHAKU 

[Phone No.] 03-3580-8464 
[Amendment 1] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 

[Name of Item to be Amended] Claims 

[Manner of Amendment] Change 

[Content of Amendment] 
[Claims] 

[Claim IJ An image forming apparatus including 
registering means capable of registering a plurality of jobs, 
and image forming means for forming images corresponding to 
the jobs registered in the registering means, the image 
forming apparatus comprising: 
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discriminating means for discriminating between items 
for which maintenance is required and items for which 
maintonance is not required among maintenance items for the 
apparatus when all the registered jobs are executed; 

display means for displaying the items for which 
maintenance is required and the items for which maintenance 
is not required in different display manners according to 
the results of discrimination by said discriminating means; 
and 

permitting means for permitting start of execution of 
the registered jobs upon completion of maintenance on the 
items for which maintenance is required. 

[Claim 2] The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the display means shades in gray only the 
items for which maintenance is not required. 

iClaim 3] The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein; said image forming means comprises a 
plurality of image forming means; when a job is registered 
in the registering means, one of the image forming means in 
which the job is loaded is set;, and the discriminating means, 
the display means, and the permitting means are controlled 
so that the start of execution of the job associated with 
each of the image forming means is permitted. 

[Claim 4] The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 3, further comprising a management device connected to 
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each of the image forming means so as to communicate 
therewith, for managing each of the image forming means, 
wherein the management device includes the registering means, 
the discriminating means, the display means, and the 
permitting means. 

[Claim 5] A program executed on an image forming 
apparatus including registering means capable of registering 
a plurality of jobs, and image forming means for forming 
images corresponding to the jobs registered in the 
registering means, the program comprising t 

a discriminating step of discriminating between items 
for which maintenance is required and items for which 
maintenance is not required among maintenance items for the 
appairatus when all the registered jobs, are executed ; 

a display step of displaying the items for which 
maintenance is required and the items for which maintenance 
is not required in different display manners according to 
the results of discrimination in said discriminating step; 
and 

a permitting step of permitting start of execution of 
the registered jobs upon completion of maintenance on the 
items for which maintenance is required. 

[Amendment 2] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
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[Name of Item to be Amended] 0010 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 3]. . 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended) 0011 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 4] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0012 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 5] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0013 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 6] 

(Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0014 
[Manner of Amendment]' Deletion 

[Amendment 7] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
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[Name of Item to be Amended] 0015 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 8] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0016 
[Manner of Amendment] . Deletion 

[Amendment 9] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of item to be Amended] 0017 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 10] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of. Item to be Amended] 0018 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 11] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0019 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 12]. 

[Name of Document to. be Amended] Specification 
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(Name of Item to be Amended] 0020 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 13] 

(Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0021 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 14] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0023 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 15] 

[Name of Docijment to be Amended] Specification 

[Name of item to be Amended] 0024 
. [Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 16] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
(Name of Item to be Amended] 0025 
(Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

(Amendment 17] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
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[Name of Item to be Amended] 0141 
[Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 18] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0142 
(Manner of Amendment] Deletion 

[Amendment 19] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0143 
[Manner of 7\mendment] Deletion 
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[Name of Document] 
[Reference No.] 
[Date of Submission] 
[Addressee] 



Argument 
226254 

August 22, .2006 
Examiner of the Patent Office, 
Tsutomu WATANABE 
[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2002-341357 
[Applicant for Patent] 
[Id, No.] 
[Name] 
[Agent] 
[Id. No,] 
(Patent Attorney] 
[Name] 
[Phone No-] 
[Dispatch No. ] 
[Content of Argument] 

(1) We received the notification of reasons for refusal 
indicating "the subject application violates the 
requirements of Patent Law Section 37 since the inventions 
set forth in Claims 1 to 4 and 17 and the inventions set 
forth in the remaining claims do not meet the requirements 
of Patent Law Sections 37 (i) and 37 (ii), and further do not 
meet the requirements of Patent Law Sections 3'7{iii), 37 (iv), 
and 37 (v) (Reason 1). 
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Further, the description and illustration of the 
specification and drawings of the subject application do not 
comply with the requirements. of Patent Law Sections 36(4) 
and 36(6) (Reason 2)." 

The applicant amends the claims in the amendment filed 
herewith, and written below is an argument in this regard. 
(2) Reasons for which Subject Invention is to be Patented 
(2-1) Description of Subject Invention 

The features of the inventions set forth in the claims 
of the subject application are. that, as amended in the 
amendment filed herewith, 

"(Claim 1) An image forming apparatus including 
registering means capable of registering a plurality of jobs, 
and image forming means for forming images corresponding to 
the jobs regis tered in the registering means, the image 
forming apparatus comprising: 

discriminating means for discriminating between items 
for which maintenance is required and items for which 
maintenance is not required among maintenance items for the 
apparatus when all the registered jobs are executed; 

display means for displaying the items for which 
maintenance is required and the items for which maintenance 
is not required in different display manners according to 

the results of discrimination by said discriminating means; 
and 
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permitting means for permitting start of execution of 
the registered jobs upon completion of maintenance on the 
items for which maintenance is required. 

(Claim 2) The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the display means shades in. gray only the 
items for which maintenance i$ not required, 

(Claim 3) The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein: said image forming means comprises a 
plurality of image forming means; when a job is registered 
in the registering means / one of the image. forming means in 
which the job is loaded is set; and the discriminating means, 
the display means, and the permitting means are controlled 
so that the start of execution of the job associated with 
each of the image forming means is permitted. 

(Claim 4) The image forming apparatus according to 
Claim 3/ further comprising a management device connected to 
each of the image forming means so as to communicate 
therewith, for managing each of the image forming means, 
wherein the management device includes the registering means, 
the discriminating means, the display means, and the 
permitting means, 

(Claim 5) A program executed on an image forming 
apparatus including registering means capable of registering 
a plurality of jobs, and image forming means for forming 
images corresponding to the jobs registered in the 
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registering means , the program comprising: 

a discriminating step of discriminating between items 
for which maintenance is required and items for which 
maintenance is not required among maintenance items for the 
apparatus when all the registered jobs are executed; 

a display step of displaying the items for which 
maintenance is required and the items for which maintenance 
is not required in different display manners according to 
the results of discrimination in said discriminating step; 
and 

a permitting step of permitting start of execution of 

the registered jobs upon completion of maintenance on the 

items for which maintenance is required." 

{2'-2) Grounds for Amendment 

The amendments were made to overcome Reasons 1 and 2 
above. 

Specifically, to overcome Reason 1 above, Claims 1 to 4 
and 17 are changed to Claims 1 to 5, and the remaining 
claims are deleted. 

Further, to overcome Reason 2 above. Claims 5 to 16 and 
18 to 2 0, of which the deficiency in the description is 
pointed out, are deleted. 

Therefore, we believe that those amendments will 
overcome Reasons 1 and 2 above. 
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(3) Conclusion 

Therefore, we believe that the subject application 
complies with the requirements of Patent Law Section 37 and 
also conplies with the requirements of Patent Law Sections 
36(4) and 36(6). Thus, we . respectfully request you to 
perform further examination and to grant a. patent to the 
inventions of the subject application. 
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